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Replacement Loss Is 
Estimated at $750,000 
Raging Fi re  Turns  Taylor ' s  His tor ic  




H. Maria Wright Hall, Taylor's 
revered 67-year-old landmark, with 
with "its towers seen far distant," 
is no more. 
At 4 a.m., Saturday, January 16, 
the historic Administration Build­
ing, its bricks made from the soil 
on which it stood, became a rag­
ing inferno as flames roared un­
controllably through the entire 
four story structure. 
Firemen from nine communi­
ties could not save the building, 
which housed all of the adminis­
trative offices, nine class rooms, 
the chemistry, art and speech de­
partments, the noted Walker Mu­
seum, the mailing and duplicating 
department and a supply room. 
FIRST MAJOR FIRE 
Total replaceable damage has 
been estimated conservatively at 
three-fourths of one—million dol­
lars. The disaster was the first ma­
jor fire in the 114 year history of 
Taylor University. 
It was a little before 4 a.m. 
when night watchman, A1 Kunden-
reich, stepped into the Ad Building 
while making routine rounds. 
He stated that he had found 
nothing amiss during his earlier 
trips. 
This time, however, Kunden-
reich smelled smoke, which was 
spiraling from under the locked 
chemistry lab doors. 
He saw flames in the vicinity of 
the fume hoods, which served as 
outlets for chemical odors. 
SUMMONED AID 
Immediately, he phoned Ralph 
Boyd, maintenance supervisor, and 
then called the fire department. 
Boyd and Kundenreich grabbed 
fire extinguishers and forced open 
a door, but were driven back by 
heavy acrid smoke. 
Fireman Louis Swarts, of Up­
land, one of the first to arrive on 
the scene, said there was a small 
fire in a room on the northeast 
(Continued on page 2, column 1) 
Holocaust at Dawn 
Sheets of flame enveloped the 67-year-old Administration Building during the height of the fire as 
it raged out of control. Replaceable damage has been estimated conservatively at three-quarters 




By Raging Fire 
(Continued from page 1, column 1) 
corner of the ground floor. "The 
smoke was so intense we had to 
put on our air masks before we 
could get into the room," Swarts 
stated. 
Ironically, Upland's volunteer 
firemen thought they had ex­
tinguished the fire and were about 
ready to leave when suddenly 
balls of orange flame billowed out 
of the top floor windows with the 
effect of a blast furnace. Within 
minutes the building was envel­
oped in sheets of flame. 
HOPELESS 
"I had an awful sinking sensa­
tion when that happened and I 
muttered to myself, 'there's not 
much we can do now,'" one fire­
man stated. 
Fire fighters were severely ham­
pered in their efforts because of 
the lack of water pressure. There 
were only two hydrants located 
within a reasonable distance and 
both were fed by relatively weak 
six-inch water mains. 
Hartford City hooked into one 
main and the Upland fire fighters 
used the other. "We were getting 
only 750 gallons a minute," Mr. 
Swarts commented. 
He theorized that flames may 
have raced up the heat ducts to 
the top floor and when pent up, 
leaking gases built pressure which 
subsequently became unleashed, 
causing the fire to spread with 
near explosive force. 
FIREMEN CONVERGE 
In addition to Hartford City and 
Upland equipment, fire depart­
ments came from Marion, Gas 
City, Jefferson Township, Jones-
boro, Matthews and Summitville. 
During the height of the fire, 
the southeast corner of the build­
ing, including part of the tower 
and three floors collapsed. 
Dr. Martin, new Taylor presi­
dent, commented, "We're only 
thankful it wasn't the dormitory 
and that no one was hurt." 
OLDEST BUILDING 
The oldest campus building, H. 
Maria Wright Hall, was erected in 
1893, largely through the efforts 
of President Thaddeus C. Reade, 
who helped underwrite the con­
struction cost of the building 
through extensive lecturing and 
the sale of books which he au­
thored. 
One alumnus, who saw the 
building being constructed, soon 
after Taylor was transferred to 
Upland from Fort Wayne, also 
witnessed the destruction of the 
same building 67 years later. That 
man was Enoch Bunner, who re­
sides in Upland. 
The cause of the fire has not yet 
been determined. 
641 
. . . This is the number of alumni and 
former students who contributed to the 
college this fiscal year through January 
8. This total (well ahead of last year's 
580 for the same period) is 43% of the 
Alumni Association goal of 1,500 donors 
(50% participation) by June 30. 
THE STORY IN PICTURES 
This view, from the direction of the 
library, faces the southeast corner of 
the building. The conical and the north­
east corner above Dr. Rediger's office 
is now aflame, as are the Walker Mu­
seum and Society Hall (A-22) at the 
center of the photo. The hungry fire 
had not yet engulfed the Duplicating 
Department. 
BEGINNING OF THE END 
The blaze, which destroyed the Administration Building, 
is shown in its early stages. Smoke is concentrated in 
the northeast corner of the building, where the fire 
reportedly started in the chemistry department on the 
ground floor. The photo was taken by a press photog­
rapher, shortly after the alarm was turned in to the 
Upland Fire Department at 4 a.m. 
TOWER ABLAZE 
The beloved tower becomes a great 
flare as it takes the full force of the 
fire during its early stages. The Public 
Relations Office and the classrooms im­
mediately above it and above the Busi­
ness Office are ablaze. Fire had not 
yet reached Dr. Milo Rediger's office 
and the rear of the building. Huge 
sparks, like shrapnel, gave the sight 
the profile of an explosion. 
The gallant tower and the porch over the en­
trance can be seen as fire sweeps the building 
on all sides. The dark area in the foreground 
is the Business Office where the fire was kept 
under control. 
This shot shows the remains of the tower crumbling to the ground. 
Although much of the brick portion of the tower was still standing, 
a wrecking crew had to dismantle the remains Saturday afternoon 
as a safety measure. The entire southeast section of the building 
collapsed during the fire. 
DRAMATIC FINALE 
Col lege  Off ic ia l s  Take  Fas t  Ac t ion  
Spirited Campus Meets Challenge 
Adjustments Made With 
Remarkable Facility 
While the fire still smouldered 
in the beloved Administration 
Building, college officials and fac­
ulty members met in the library 
at 8:30 Saturday morning to draft 
plans for relocating offices and 
classrooms formerly housed in the 
Administration Building. 
After a session of prayer, the 
leaders of the college, with heavy 
hearts and more than a few tears, 
set about to relocate classes so that 
they could continue without inter­
ruption, and with a minimum of 
inconvenience. 
USE STUDENT UNION 
Four classroooms were assigned 
to the Student Union, which is lo­
cated in the old dining hall area. 
Other classrooms were scheduled 
for the lounges in Wisconsin and 
Swallow-Robin dormitories, as well 
as in the.old kitchen and Home Ec­
onomics rooms. 
It was determined that the low­
er floor of the library should house 
the administrative offices, with 
the Mailing and Duplicating De­
partment to be located in the base­
ment of Swallow-Robin. 
PRESIDENT INSPIRES CAMPUS 
At one o'clock Saturday after­
noon, the entire Taylor family as­
sembled in the gymnasium for 
prayer and instruction as the col­
lege began this new era in her his­
tory. The new president, Dr. Mar­
tin, spoke words of encouragement 
and great inspiration. He reas­
sured the faculty and students that 
although fire had destroyed a ma­
jor building, yet the spirit and 
dream of Taylor would live on. 
The need of the college in this hour 
was summed up by Dr. Martin in 
three phrases: Give us wisdom. 
Give us faith. Give us friends. He 
stated with conviction that al­
though he had been president for 
only two weeks, he was glad to be 
here to share the burden in this 
time of crisis. 
Alumni Records Saved 
Standing in mute silence before the onslaught of the fire, no one would 
dare entertain much hope that anything could be salvaged. 
However, on Monday it 
ONE LAST LOOK.—Taylor's President, Dr. B. Joseph Martin, and Business Manager Paul Keller spend 
a few moments in reflection as they view the remains of the nerve center of Taylor University. 
They were soon hard at work, preparing for Taylor's immediate future. Mr. Keller has served at 
ylor for 15Vi years, while Dr. Martin had been President just 15Vh days. ToyI< 
STUDENT PRESIDENT SPEAKS 
Curt Carter, president of the stu­
dent body, spoke ably on behalf 
of the students when he stated, "A 
pillar fell, but Taylor remains." 
He affirmed that the students 
would band together to do their 
part to rebuild Taylor. The stu­
dents responded with a standing 
ovation, signifying their support 
and determination. 
Dr. William Green, Dean of Stu­
dents, asked for student volunteers 
to help move furniture and chairs 
and to dust and clean the war sur­
plus equipment which had been 
stored away. 
By 2 p.m. the campus was a bee­
hive of activity. 
COMMUNICATIONS RE-ESTABLISHED 
The telephone company was 
hard at work, installing a new 
switchboard, and a battery of tel­
ephones and telephone lines. By 
the time desks were in place in the 
new offices, telephones were ready 
to be set on them. The new com­
munication system was in opera­
tion by Monday morning and many 
lines were kept busy with calls to 
(Continued on column 4) 
A Message from President Martin 
To the Taylor University Family: 
"—Stand her towers seen far distant 
When the day is fair." 
In the blackness and twenty degree cold of early morning—with 
students, staff, faculty, and neighbors standing in dumb astonish­
ment—in spite of the efforts of firemen from nine communities— 
unable to respond to the heart-cries of her campus associates—the 
venerable Administration Building, with her traditions, offices, and 
classrooms, some of the files and records, and many personal cher­
ished possessions crumpled into a flaming crematorium. 
I voiced the following personal conviction to the campus family: 
"A building died, Taylor's spirit continues on!" The student body 
president expressed this conviction, "A pillar fell, but Taylor re­
mains." The Alumni officers who came that morning affirmed, 
"Taylor's tower shall rise again." 
The rebuilding needs are tremendous I Together, we were powerless 
to save her, but each one is full of power to restore her to a position 
of service and honor. 
Permit me to suggest something that you, as an individual, can do. 
First, pray! We need a larger volume of prayer in Taylor's behalf. 
This is a vine of His own planting. Secondly, give! The president of 
the Alumni stated it succinctly, "The sons and daughters of Taylor 
will have to dig a bit deeper and give considerably more than in the 
past," Last, talk up Taylor! Your college is on the move. Taylor is 
a good college. We want you to be proud of your Alma Mater. 
Without doubt, you all recognize the first words as coming from the 
first verse of our college song. Now is the time for you to raise your 
voice with many others and sing the second verse which begins, 
"From the north and south, her students 
East and west, are there" 
If each does his part, the third verse may be sung with hope and 
dedication. 
"Far and wide her fame is spreading, 
'Till in every land, 
Men shall hear the name of Taylor, 
And her purpose grand." 
May God's richest blessings rest upon you and Taylor, now and 
always. 
In His service, 
B. Joseph Martin 
was 
learned that many of the valuable 
financial records and prospective 
student records, which had been 
kept in fireproof safes, were saved. 
Then Tuesday evening, the huge 
safe containing" the entire mailing 
list file was unearthed from the 
wreckage by the college mainten­
ance crew. In addition to being 
subjected to intense heat for about 
80 hours, the safe underwent 
bombardment from the collapse of 
the tower and the southeast wall 
of the building. 
SAFE OPENED 
Tuesday evening the safe was 
sprayed with water to dispel the 
heat. 1 hen Wednesday morning 
the safe was opened and the an­
nouncement was made that the 
files were found to be virtually in 
perfect condition. 
They were taken to the Alumni 
and Public Relations Office where 
the task of making new alumni 
files—alphabetical, regional and 
by classes, was begun. In addition 
to names and addresses, the files 
also contain the record of all con­
tributions from both alumni and 
others, covering the past several 
years. 
ALUMNI SEND DATA 
In response to an appeal from 
the Area and Regional Chairmen 
for the names and addresses of 
alumni and prospective students, 
letters containing this valuable in­
formation have been pouring into 
the Alumni Office from all over 
the country. The college mailing 
list will be checked against this 
information to make sure that new 
records are as much up to date as 
possible. 
RECORDS SAFE 
1 ranscripts of the permanent 
records of all graduates were 
stored in the vault of the library, 
far beyond reach of the fire. 
Campus Meets Challenge 
(Continued from column 1) 
and from reporters and suppliers. 
Monday morning college offi­
cials went to work with mixed 
feelings. Some felt almost as if 
they had lost a member of the fam­
ily as they passed the Administra­
tion Building on their way to the 
library to begin a new week and a 
new era. 
Yet with the sadness there was 
an air of inspired optimism and 
expectancy. 
The Alumni Secretary walked 
to work with his "office" under 
his arm—an old leather notebook 
containing some alumni magazine 
material. Most came empty hand­
ed. Some brought pencils and pens 
from home to distribute to the of­
fices. Supplies were brought in 
from the bookstore and soon every­
one was hard at work. 
The task of digging out from 
the still smouldering ruins, was be­
gun by the maintenance crew. Of­
ficials waited anxiously for word 
concerning the condition of pre­
cious files and records. Courageous 
spirits hid great disappointment 
when it was learned that personal 
libraries including doctoral theses 
and book manuscripts were lost. 
(Continued on page 4, column 4) 
Trustees Launch'Operation Emergency' 
Alumni Board at Work N e w  Science and Administration-
. , _ , Classroom Buildings Are Scheduled ^Taylor s Tower Shall Rise Again7 c r / .. c , » in,7 9 ror Completion September 1961 
Officials Meet On Day Of Fire; „ , ^ 
Launch Telephone Crusade ij —« - til Si § Cos! Esiimaied a! $1,000,000 
The Taylor University Board of 
Trustees, in an all day session 
on January 22, authorized "Opera­
tion Emergency" to raise one mil­
lion dollars for the construction 
of both a new Science Building 
and an Administration-Classroom 
Building. 
The accelerated schedule out­
lined up the Board, calls for the 
new buildings to be completed by 
September 1961. 
TRADITIONAL DESIGN 
Dr. B. Joseph Martin, president 
of the college, expressed his desire 
to see some of the traditional 
architectural values of the original 
Administration Building # incor­
porated into the design of the new 
building, including columns and a 
tower. Plans call for the new Ad 
Building to be erected on approx­
imately the same spot as the old, 
with the corner stone laid in the 
same location. 
The 67-year-old landmark, with 
"its towers seen far distant," has 
been an endeared symbol of Tay­
lor all over the world. 
Plans have been formulated to 
contact industries, foundations 
and other friends of the college, 
in addition to alumni, to secure 
substantial funds to help under­
write the ambitious project. 
Optimism ran high as college 
officials and trustees considered 
the future of Taylor University. 
NEW CHEMISTRY BUILDING 
The board also ordered the im­
mediate construction of a new 
block building to be used as a 
chemistry laboratory until the new 
Science Building is erected. This 
facility will permit chemistry lab­
oratory work to be carried on with­
out curtailing the training pro­
gram. 
TO CONSULTS EXPERTS 
Safety engineers are to be 
brought to the campus to make 
recommendations for additional 
water facilities, either new wells 
or a water tower. 
They also will inspect all cam­
pus facilities to make certain that 
every possible fire prevention 
measure is being taken. 
Campus Meets Challenge 
(Continued from page 3) 
Classes met on schedule. True, 
some of the conveniences and fa­
miliar surroundings were missing, 
but the spirits of overyone were 
running high. Folding chairs and 
lap boards were the order of the 
day in several classes. Lecture 
classes continued without undue 
difficulty. However, it would yet 
be some time before space and 
equipment could be prepared for 
the chemistry laboratory work. 
"Business as usual," the pres­
ident said, "As usual, with all the 
changes, that is." 
The Alumni Board of Directors 
met for their regularly scheduled 
meeting in the faculty lounge of 
the library (now the President's 
office) on Saturday afternoon, 
while student volunteers, super­
vised by maintenance personnel 
were transforming the classrooms 
in the library into administrative 
offices. 
Members of the Board voiced 
their sentiments that this emer­
gency was an alumni family affair, 
that they and other alumni and 
former students around the world 
would be eager to share in the task 
of rebuilding a new Administra­
tion Building with a tower. The 
destruction of the historic build­
ing was each one's personal loss. 
ENTHUSIASM HIGH 
Enthusiasm was never higher. 
During the dinner hour the group 
continued their discussion of Tay­
lor's needs. Following dinner they 
met again to complete plans to no­
tify the Taylor family of the ca­
tastrophe through the coast - to -
coast telephone network set up for 
the alumni fund last fall. 
Edgar W. Bolles, General Fund 
Chairman, kicked off "Operation 
Emergency," Sunday, January 17, 
by calling the 21 Area Organiza­
tion Chairmen. They, in turn, 
called the Regional Chairmen in 
their areas, who contacted the 
alumni in their vicinities. 
The Alumni Association has for­
mulated as their battle cry, "Tay­
lor's Tower Shall Rise Again." 
Alumni Around 
World Rally To 
Aid Alma Mater 
Alumni all over the country are 
demonstrating their devotion to 
their Alma Mater. The following 
are examples of the manner in 
which Taylorites are rallying to 
the cause of their college in the 
hour of emergency: 
* 
One alumnus spent an entire 
day organizing a committee of 
alumni in his city to make calls 
on other Taylorites and friends in 
the interest of the college. He also 
took the cause to an influential 
leader in his denomination who 
agreed to make a personal appeal 
to a major philanthropic founda­
tion on Taylor's behalf. 
* 
An army post, from which Tay­
lor and many other institutions se­
cure surplus equipment and sup­
plies, called the Business Manager 
and offered its services in helping 
the college acquire needed equip­
ment. As a result, Taylor has al­
ready obtained addressograph and 
graphotype machines and other 
equipment at great savings. 
* 
One regional chairman and 
chapter president from Northern 
Indiana drove to the campus to 
turn in records and lists of alum­
ni, along with samples of alumni 
fund material which he had in his 
possession. 
* 
A class agent drove to the cam­
pus offering the college a list of 
the members of his graduating 
class and emphasized that he want­
ed to be of whatever service he 
could. 
A graduate in the East notified 
the college that he had called to­
gether a group of alumni in his 
area and they had jointly declared 
their intention to give Taylor in­
creased financial and prayer sup­
port. 
Another call came from an alum­
nus representing a group of Tay­
lorites attending a theological sem­
inary. This group wanted the col­
lege to know that they are pledg­
ing their tithes to the college for 
the next year. 
* 
Another alumnus and his wife 
have offered their services to the 
college for an entire day to help 
with the work of setting up the 
alumni files. 
* 
These are just a few. Both the 
great quantity and the spirit of 
the letters which have already 
been received from alumni and 
other friends have provided great 
inspiration at a time when it is 
most cherished. 
Class Files Destroyed 
The flies listing all alumni and for­
mer students by classes were des­
troyed. It will be of great help in 
compiling a new file if all present 
and former Class Agents, Class Re­
union Chairmen, Class Letter Editors, 
and others who have the names of 
the members of their graduating class-
will send them to the Alumni Office 
as soon as possible. 
Professor Gordon Krueger and one of his chemistry classes, orphaned by the fire, 
conduct a laboratory experiment in the Physics Department of the Science Build­
ing, which houses the Biology and Botany Departments. A new Science Building, 
which has had top priority in Taylor's development program, has been under 
consideration for several months. 
Miss Grace Olson, professor of history, conducts a class in one of the rooms in 
the Student Center, located in the area of the old dining hall in the basement of 
Magee Dormitory. Note the use of lap boards by the students. 
